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AGRONOMY UPDATE
BATTLE RIVER IMPLEMENTS October 2017

Most of the combines in Yield Data {Wheat, Hard Red Spring - 2017)
our fields today come equipped
with yield monitors. But how
many of us really use them?
Are we downloading the data
to see what it is telling us?
And if we are downloading the
information, do we trust what
we are seeing? Is your yield
monitor calibrated and giving
you accurate information?
Hopefully, the answer to all
of these questions is “yes” as

there is a lot of information that can be gathered from a
properly calibrated yield monitor.

Because the monitor generates georeferenced yield
data, we can learn a lot about the impact of soil variations
and moisture on how different parts of the field produce.
Trends in yield can be used to give you a good idea of where
the bulk of the production is coming from and what parts of
the field should be the focus for management decisions. Or
it can be used to create management zones that allow you
to apply varying rates of fertilizer and/or seed to either limit 55777017 ——
expenditures in poor areas or maximize production in the i Bementrotion and Troining o ——
H Farm: Integrated Solutions -
et el e S
Shown right, is a copy of the 2017 raw yield data from 1o i1 essesow » Toer 8o nd
the Battle River Implements Training Field that is on Highway N 1 e

Min: 1.17 bu/fac

#36 south of Killam. A quick look at the map can tell us a  Ave: 7156 busac

Field Avqg: 72.46 bufac
couple of things that may impact future management of the :&:’-ﬁ'f::ﬁff

field. Arca: 258.78 ar
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Battle River Removal Recs - P Removal (P205) - 2017

Date: 9/21/3017 ———

Field: Demantration and Training Fi

Field ; 311 B2 933 1244 1585
Farm: Integrated Solutions =

Grower: Battle River Implements ;2[); ﬁ;bf?‘l. pu

Area: 255.58 ac ‘ ’ ( 6.87 ac)

A e 31.48 - 38.51 { 89.11 ac)

Lat: 52.70508°N

Lon: 111.84842°W 38.51 - 43.32 ( 115.83 ac)
43,34 - 62.21 { 43.69 ac)

Min Rate: 7.61 Ib/ac 97.08

Avg Rate: 39,85 Ib/ac

Max Rate: 97.08 Ib/ac

Total Nutrient: 10,185.25 Ib

Applied Acres: 255.58
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A look at the yields from the last 2 years shows us the
following nutrient removal. (See Above)

The blend used in 2016 was 50-35-0-5 and the blend
used in 2017 was 80-35-0-10. The nutrient of most interest
in this scenario is the P205 level, as it the most limiting
macronutrient according to field soil testing. As you can
see the fertilizer blend lines up pretty well with the amount
being removed by wheat in the last two years. As we move
into our long term plan of a more balanced rotation that
includes peas and canola, the demands on P will most likely
rise. The goal is to put the field into a rotation that includes
wheat/canola/cereal/peas. A calibrated yield monitor gives
us a tool to monitor nutrient demands through the rotation
and determine how much is removed throughout a cropping
cycle. By getting a handle on removal through an entire
rotation, we can track long term trends and possibly make
small adjustments in the fertility plan now that may eliminate
the need for more drastic and expensive changes down the
road. For example, after reviewing yield data on one farm,
the decision was made to increase phosphate in all blends
by 3 Ibs per acre across the farm. This small adjustment
now does not make a big impact on present input costs,
but prevents phosphate deficiencies from becoming an
expensive production bottleneck about 10 years down the
road.

These are just a couple of examples of how yield maps
can help in making management decisions. There are
many others as well, but this will give you the idea. The
point | wanted to make is that an accurate yield map can be
a real aid in maximizing returns on a field both in the short
term and in the long run, so taking the time to calibrate your
yield monitor and harvesting with an eye to minimizing false
readings can be well worth the time and effort. It will pay
dividends in more ways than you may think.
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